
OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MAY 24, 2016
1:15 PM
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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M.  He asked Mr. Fletcher to give the invocation and Mr. Taves to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Laura Edwards.

Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Dr. Ernest Girouard, Vice Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/ Treasurer; Mr. Donavon Taves, LACD President; Mr. Brian LeBlanc Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Randell Fletcher; and Mr. Ed Yerger.   

Members absent: Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter 
A quorum was present.

Others Present: Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC.
Others Absent: and Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF-OSWC/Executive Director SSWCC

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commissioners and there were none.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the April 26, 2016 State Commission minutes and there were none. Chairman Skains called for a motion to approve the April 26, 2016 State Commission Meeting minutes as mailed.  
Motion:  Mr. Fletcher made a motion to approve the April 26, 2016 State Commission Meeting minutes as mailed.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business.  He said that Mr. Spicer was at a national meeting and that he would review Unfinished Business items with the State Commission
NRCS/OSWC FARM BILL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT    

Chairman Skains said the districts have entered their data through April in the current 2015 Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement and they have already earned more than 67% of the total allocated funds with five more months to earn funds before the end of the contract. He said the Farm Bill 2015 Cooperative Agreement has only two programs that districts will be earning funds in: 76t-EQIP and 95-CSP/CStP – Conservation Stewardship Program. He said Mr. Spicer is monitoring and contacting those districts that are not on schedule to earn all their CStP funds.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION / STATE FUNDING:

Chairman Skains said the budget at this point is the same as last year’s funding level; nothing will be concrete until the end of the session, which ends on June 7th.  He said if the state budget still is not balanced then, the Governor may call another Special Session.

Chairman Skains said if there were no questions, we will move to the next agenda item.
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR ELECTION – JUNE 11, 2016
Chairman Skains said that forty petitions for the Supervisor June 11, 2016 Election were received and that all of the petitions were checked to determine that each contained the required minimum of twenty-five signatures, and the signatures were certified by the local Registrar of Voters as being qualified voters within each nominee’s district and were postmarked by the April 30, 2016 deadline.  He said none of the districts submitted more than one nominating petition, therefore eliminating the need for any district elections.
Chairman Skains said that four districts, Bodcau, Caddo, DeSoto and Red River, did not have any nomination petitions to submit, resulting in vacancies effective July 1, 2016 in their districts.  He said their board members that are up for re-election chose not to run for re-election and no other petitions were submitted to the districts by the April 30, 2016 deadline.  He said three districts, Bodcau, Caddo, DeSoto and Red River, current supervisors were not resigning but allowing their terms to expire on June 30, 2016. He said Mr. Obie Hamiter, a supervisor on the Bodcau SWCD, resigned March 17, 2016.  He said the other three resigning supervisors are: Caddo SWCD – Mr. Creighton Light; DeSoto SWCD – Mr. David Scott Gentry and Red River SWCD – Mr. George Lormand.

Chairman Skains said three districts had new candidates to submit a petition; they are Northeast SWCD, Mr. Edward Ashely Peters; St. Martin SWCD, Mr. Alfred Guidry and West Carroll SWCD, Mr. Sam Ross.
Mr. Compton asked how the four districts would fill their vacancy. Chairman Skains said the same way they would normally fill a vacancy; by sending a letter to the State Commission with the names, addresses and phone numbers of three eligible candidates, and naming the one candidate the district Board preferred to be appointed into the vacant position. He said the supervisor with the expiring term could not be a candidate.  

Dr. Girouard asked if those four districts went thru the proper procedure for the supervisor election. Chairman Skains said as far as we know, yes they did. Ms. Edwards said each district sent OSWC all required copies of the advertisement and a list of the places where it was posted.  
Dr. Girouard said he was concerned that we only had one petition returned in all of these districts.  He said we have more and more individuals that own land that can vote in urban areas and we really need to find some of these individuals that want to help us in our conservation efforts by maybe changing the way we advertise.   He said some of the problems may be that districts are preparing all the necessary files and notifications but how are they communicating with individuals, their legislators, city councils, civic organizations.  Dr. Girouard said he was concerned that every year there are no elections, including in his district, although most of the time when they find out there is a vacancy in his district there are all kinds of phone calls and one commodity group that is really getting interested in conservation is the cattle producers.  He said he was just suggesting that we take some type of action so this does not happen again in the future where district do not have anyone to submit a petition for the election.  Chairman Skains said not only being vacant is a problem, but the very fact that the other forty districts did not have any opposition is also troubling; does anyone know who we are and what we do?  He said his district was looking at forwarding the NACD NEWS to all the board members and preparing a publication monthly for others. 
Chairman Skains said that the other forty districts have each returned one petition. He said that the State Commission has the authority to declare the forty nominees who had no opposition and met all qualifying requirements as duly elected supervisors.  He said that would be the forty districts as listed on the July 1, 2016– June 30, 2019 district election report.
Chairman Skains said that listed below are the petitions received from the forty districts that had no opposition for the 2016 Supervisors Elections.  He said all petitions received are in compliance with State Commission election requirements and the term of office for the candidates listed below starts on July 1, 2016 and expires on June 30, 2019. 

	DISTRICT
	SUPERVISOR

	Acadia
	Glenn Simon

	Allen
	Ronnie Sonnier

	Avoyelles
	Dirk Dupuy

	Bodcau 
	VACANT

	Boeuf River 
	Christopher Brian Johnson

	Bogue Chitto‑Pearl River
	Alvin Triche

	Caddo
	VACANT

	Calcasieu
	Wesley Coffman

	Capital
	Jack Gober

	Catahoula 
	Jeramy Slade 

	Crescent 
	Becky Livaudais

	D'Arbonne
	Stephen Wade

	DeSoto
	VACANT

	Dorcheat
	Gary Greene

	Dugdemona
	Ronald Kenneth Jeane

	East Carroll
	George Larry Sanderson

	Evangeline 
	Ike Morein

	Feliciana 
	Andrew Grezaffi

	Grant
	Richard Bonner

	Gulf Coast
	Louie Barbe,III

	Iberia 
	Guy Viator

	Jefferson Davis 
	Timothy Wild

	Lafayette 
	Ronous Duhon

	Lafourche‑Terrebonne
	Randy Toups

	LaSalle 
	Twyman Appleby

	Lower Delta
	Stacy Allee

	Madison 
	Darrell Ellerbee 

	Morehouse
	Antwain Downs

	Natchitoches
	James Wagley

	New River
	LeRoy Laiche, Jr.

	Northeast 
	*Edward Ashley Peters

	Plaquemines 
	Earl Armstrong

	Rapides
	Richard Melder

	Red River
	VACANT

	Sabine
	Thomas Christian Pearce

	Saline
	Billy Joe Vise

	St. Landry
	Ike Boudreaux

	St. Martin
	*Alfred J. Guidry

	St. Mary                                               
	Edward Payton, III

	Tangipahoa‑St. Helena
	Carolyn Falgout

	Tensas‑Concordia
	Jon Hardwick

	Upper Delta 
	Donald Schexnayder

	Vermilion
	Sherrill Sagrera

	West Carroll
	*Sam Ross


* Denotes new nominee for supervisor 

Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members regarding the list of nominees as duly elected supervisors and there were none.  He said if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to duly elect the qualified supervisors.

Motion:  Dr. Ernest made a motion to declare the above list of unopposed candidates duly elected district supervisors. The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.

Resolved, the above list of nominees, having met all qualifying requirements and are declared duly elected supervisors for the period beginning July 1, 2016 and expiring June 30, 2019.

Dr. Girouard said associate members can be an assist to a district.  Mr. Taves and Mr. Compton agreed that associates really aid the districts. 
Farm Bill Technical Assistance Agreement Training
Chairman Skains asked who was to review this with the Commission. Mr. Breaux said that Mr. Michael Schooler went to assist Ms. Mandy Jackson with the recent mandatory training.  Mr. Norton said at the last meeting we talked about the mandatory training required in the next Farm Bill agreement for 2016-2017. He said the agreement is going through the process and hopefully he will have more to report at the next meeting.  He said Ms. Jackson will soon be taking maternity leave so we wanted to go ahead and get the training done in the northern area that she services.  He said the training sessions have been very well attended and the feedback from district and NRCS employees who completed the training so far has been very positive.  He said sessions have been held in the North-central area, the Northeast Delta Region and the Six Rivers area.  Mr. Norton said they plan to cover the whole state and this training will be conducted annually.
NEW BUSINESS
Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Norton to give his report.
NRCS STATE CONSERVATIONIST REPORT

Mr. Norton said he wanted to introduce Ms. Amy Robertson, the NRCS Public Affairs Specialists who has been with them almost a year.  He handed out the Conservation Report to the Commissioners and said this month the report highlights the sugar cane revolution in Louisiana.  He said it is very rare for a sugar cane operation to be “first-generation” sugar cane farmer; most cane farms have been in operation for generations.  He said the picture on the cover is of first-generation farmers; three brothers who did not grow up on a farm, yet they are very passionate about farming and the conservation of the resources they manage.  He said the three Andre brothers of HMC Farms work together in the sugar cane, soybean and rice fields to make a difference in their agriculture operation by setting their sights on new, innovative and “trail-blazing” ways to make their 7,400 acre farm more efficient while planning and keeping conservation their first priority.  He said NRCS assisted the brothers by helping facilitate the implementation of conservation practices on their farm, such as residue management, which is very important to sugar cane farmers.  He said it is unusual to have farmers discuss soil health; just to know that farmers are becoming very aware of soil health is significant.
Mr. Norton said the new Farm Bill Agreement is making its way through the process and he hopes to have more on it for the next month’s meeting and if not then for the July meeting.

Mr. Norton said the egg breakfast with the Senate and the signing ceremony of the MOU between LDAF, LACD, LACDE and RC&D was well attended at the Pentagon Barracks on May 4th.  He said the Farm Bureau filmed the signing ceremonies.  He said that Commissioner Strain signed for LDAF and that he is very much a conservationist at heart and believes in Louisiana agriculture to its core and he recognizes that our natural resources is the foundation it stands on and we all have the responsibility to be good stewards, so it is exciting to hear him discuss the importance of our work.
Mr. Norton said also in the Conservation Report is the Louisiana StrikeForce Update and upcoming June events; the April Vermilion re-vegetation project where volunteers planted 5,773 plugs of Bullwhip in a project that totals 17,319 linear feet; the Acadia Parish Pasture Walk on Mr. Alleman’s farm of 630 acres of pasture; the Louisiana Grazing Land Conservation Initiative Soil Quality Health Workshop at Delta Dairy Farms in Franklin Parish where attendees viewed a rainfall simulator demonstration and learned about farm bill programs and how to manage small herds of cattle, soil heath economics, and value of clover nitrogen; the annual awards banquet of the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana Coastal Stewardship Awards held in Baton Rouge where Mr. Earl Armstrong, Plaquemines SWCD supervisor won an award and the Tunica Biloxi Pow Wow held at the Convention Center of the Paragon Casino resort where visitors learned how NRCS is working with the Tribes in Louisiana and NRCS’s investment of $330,000 in EQIP program to protect and restore pollinator habitats in certain parishes in southwest Louisiana.
Mr. Norton said on the back page is an old photo of a marsh buggy used in the 1950’s.  He said also listed on the back page are upcoming events: Joint Chief’s Landscape Restoration Initiative Partnership Project  at the Kisatchie National Forest Vernon Work Center in Leesville; the State of the Coast Conference in New Orleans Jun 1-3, 2016; and on June 23-26, 2016 the annual Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation Annual Convention on the New Orleans Marriott.
Mr. Norton said there are many good things continuing to take place in the world of conservation partnerships where people are working side-by-side to protect our natural resources.  He thanked the Commission and ended his report asking if anyone had any questions or comments; there were none. Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Norton for the report.

CORRESPONDENCE
Chairman Skains said he would briefly review the correspondence and if anyone had any questions or comments, please speak up.
Chairman Skains said the first item is the St. Martin SWCD’s No-Till Drill Agreement and asked Mr. Breaux for any comments.  Mr. Breaux said it is the same type of No-Till Drill contract discussed earlier.  Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.  He said if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the St. Martin No-Till Drill Agreement.
Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the St. Martin No-Till Drill Agreement, instructions and checklist as presented. The motion was seconded by Dr. Girouard and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains said the next item is a news release on the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) found in Union Parish that states that some areas are quarantined and the state is trying to get people to not transport raw wood more than 10 miles from where it was purchased and if transported to burn all of it to help stop the spread of the EAB.  He said tiny non-stinging wasps are being grown by LSU AgCenter and USFS to aid in EAB control.
Chairman Skains said the next news article regards a bill to legalize the sale of raw milk in Louisiana; it died in Committee.  He said the next four articles are weekly NACD NEWS Briefs that have a lot of good information in them for each member to read at his convenience. He said he wanted to mention one article regarding NACD testimony on WOTUS as well as congressional action on WOTUS.  He said the NACD regional meeting dates are listed but noted that the South Central Regional Meeting has been changed to August 10-12, 2016, Little Rock, Arkansas at the Wyndham Hotel, phone number 501-371-9000.
Dr. Girouard said the buffer law in Minnesota could be implemented in Louisiana also; he said he is not against a buffer, but a 50 foot buffer will take a large acreage out of production. 
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains said the next agenda item is supervisor resignations, appointments and reappointments and said there are three resignations this month: Bodcau SWCD, Mr. Obie Hamiter, elected position; St. Martin SWCD, Mr. Justin Frederick, elected position; and West Carroll SWCD, Mr. Vendal Fairchild, elected position.  He said Mr. Hamiter’s resignation was effective March 17, 2016; Mr. Frederick and Mr. Farichild’s resignations will be effective June 30th – both chose not to run for re-election in 2016.  
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.  He said if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve these three resignations.
Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the resignations of these three supervisors: Bodcau SWCD, Mr. Obie Hamiter, elected position; St. Martin SWCD, Mr. Justin Frederick, elected position; and West Carroll SWCD, Mr. Vendal Fairchild, elected position. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains said there are four requests for the State Commission to appoint supervisors to a term in office this month and they are: 
Acadia SWCD, Mr. Earl Garber, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2016 and will expire June 11, 2019.

Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, Mr. Roland Bourgeois, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2016 and will expire June 11, 2019.
St. Mary SWCD, Ms. Chandra Chauvin, reappointed to fill her vacant appointed position. Term will begin June 25, 2016 and will expire June 25, 2019.
Natchitoches SWCD, Mr. Sidney Evans, III, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin June 26, 2016 and will expire June 26, 2019.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the supervisor appointments.

Motion: Mr. Taves made a motion to approve the appointments of Mr. Earl Garber, appointed position, Acadia SWCD, term begins June 11, 2016 and expires June 11, 2019; Mr. Roland Bourgeois, appointed position, Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, term begins June 11, 2016 and expires June 11, 2019; Mrs. Chandra Chauvin, appointed position, St. Mary SWCD, term begins June 25, 2016 and expires June 25, 2019; Mr. Sidney Evans, III, appointed position, Natchitoches SWCD, term begins June 26, 2016 and expires June 26, 2019;  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.

Other Business  

Chairman Skains asked if anyone had any comments for the Commission. Mr. Norton said he had one question; they were maintaining a list of conservation supervisors and asked if it was possible to get their phone number, cell phone numbers and email addresses so we can keep current contact information.  He said it was hard for him to be able to communicate with SWCD supervisors by regular mail as we normally communicate by phone or email. Ms. Edwards said OSWC does not have email addresses or cell phone numbers for all of the supervisors and some that have given her their information do not want it given out; for those supervisors that I do not have their information, I call the district secretary.  Dr. Girouard said that is right, we have to go through the supervisor’s district secretary. Mr. Norton said he was going to have his secretary call the DC’s try fill in the blanks on the spreadsheets if it is possible. Mr. Breaux said they encourage the supervisors during trainings to communicate with each other. Chairman Skains asked if we, as the State Commission, could send a letter to the districts requesting a personal email contact and a personal cell phone number for each supervisor. Mr. Taves said he would sign the letter; he said there is a large data base that Ms. Erika Huber and Dr. Girouard put together some time ago and a lot of that is probably old by now; at that time some people were willing and some were not.  Chairman Skains said would the Commission entertain a motion for the SSWCC to send a letter to all 44 district offices requesting each district secretary put together a personal email address and personal contact phone number other than a home phone because, I would prefer to receive calls on my cell phone because it generally reduces time spent in most situations.  The other members agreed. Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to send a letter to the 44 SWCD offices requesting that each District Secretary compile a personal email address and personal contact list of her supervisors and email it to Ms. Edwards to create a data base. 

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion for a letter to be sent from the SSWCC to the 44 SWCD offices requesting that each District Secretary compile a personal email address and personal contact list of their supervisors and email it to the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission and to the attention of Ms. Edwards to create a district supervisor’s data base. The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains asked Dr. Brian LeBlanc if he had any comments for the Commission.  Dr. LeBlanc said the LSU AgCenter is having its Red River Field Day June 15th and some of the topics to be covered will be controlling wild Salvinia, agronomics, soil moisture, and changes to EQIP.
Dr. LeBlanc thanked Mr. Norton for the two outstanding men in Tangipahoa, Mr. Brandon Bates and Mr. Jeffrey Epps, who have been helping the AgCenter with a project on evaluation methods for the dairy industry.  He said just knowing what to ask and how to ask it; they have been extremely helpful. He said they finally got the survey complete and will be published in a month or so.  He said it is going well.  He said some guys won’t even come through the door; we need to do a better job of prepping them on what to expect on what NRCS needs to know and the limits of the program. He said he appreciated the NRCS assistance in helping with the project.  Dr. LeBlanc said he did not have any additional comments.
Chairman Skains thanked him for coming and for giving his report. 

 Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 1:15 P.M. in the Veterans Auditorium, LDAF Building, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public or Commission members.   
Dr. Girouard said there is an active Boy Scout camp south of Alexandria with access to about 600 acres. He said the Scouts contacted Mr. Dustin Howell at the AgCenter to assist with making a site for scouts to earn a soil and water conservation merit badge. He said that Dustin contacted him, and he contacted Chris Coreil who got Mike Lindsey, Brandon Waltman and Jack Haller to visit the site tomorrow morning and in the next two weeks we will have an all-day session assisting Scout attendees in meeting the requirements for the Soil and Water Conservation Boy Scout merit badge.  Mr. Norton said the Boy Scouts already have the criteria for the merit badge, so all we have to do is to have them fulfill the requirements, right?  Dr. Girouard answered, yes and it is real intensive; Mike is bringing the rainfall simulator trailer for the site visit tomorrow to identify some erosion issues and they will be making some training recommendations on some erosion sites at the campground.  Chairman Skains asked if they ever worked with the Boy Scouts in Union Parish, 1100 acres there at Camp T. L. James.  Mr. Norton said not since he has been here, but they may have contacted the field office; Chairman Skains said they may not know to contact the district.

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Taves if he had any comments.  Mr. Taves said on the recent NACD Conference call they discussed the Farm Bill survey that will be sent out to 500 districts.  He said the survey is designed to be completed by supervisors at a board meeting so it can be filled out by the board and not individual supervisors.  He said a letter will be going out from his office and he is not sure which district will be getting the survey, but he wants to be sure that each SWCD that is selected participates in the survey and will complete it as it will provide long-term benefits by providing input to NACD for their input into future farm bills.  Mr. Taves said the soil health champion goes along with this effort and champions are invited to participate in Facebook page where only they and key individuals will be able to participate and there have been active interest there as well.  He said he has mentioned before about an LACD Facebook page and the way the soil health page is being constructed.  He said he thinks it is the way we should go with the LACD Facebook page and he has asked Ms. Erika Huber to work on it and hopefully next month he will have something to present to the Commission so a discussion and a decision can take place.
Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Taves and said we would be looking forward to his report next month. 
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion to adjourn at 2:15 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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